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Emotion:  Sad and Longing

My dear Elise, I am so sad!  I asked your father for your hand in marriage today, but he said, “No, my daughter must marry a royal.”
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Emotion:  Sad and Longing

I had had such great hopes, but now am in despair!  The thought of going through life without the one I love is unbearable.
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Emotion: Hopeful

I told your father I would make a good husband – I’m Europe’s most famous piano player and composer.  I could provide well for you.
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He said, “You’re still a commoner and commoners may not marry royals.  We royals cannot hold on to our privileges, if we make exceptions for ‘emotions.’”
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Emotion: Hopeful

Maybe, Elise, we could run away to America.  Your royalty wouldn’t matter there – people are free and equal in America.  They can marry anyone they want.
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No, your father would be so angry, he would probably send people to kill me, then drag you back to Europe.  It is too dangerous to run away.  I am so sad.
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Emotion:  Happy, reminiscing

Oh, Elise!  I remember the day I met you.  The sun was shining, the birds singing.  It seemed all the world was bright and happy.
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Emotion:  Happy, reminiscing

We walked and talked and laughed.  You made me feel so happy that my heart nearly burst out of my chest . . . but, that was a long time ago . . .
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Emotion:  Sad and Longing

And now I am so sad.  Knowing how wonderful life could be with you,  just makes me more depressed that we will never be together.
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Emotion: Hopeful

Maybe I could write to the Pope in Rome and get his help!  He loves my music and some encouraging words from him might persuade your father to let us marry.
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No . . . the Pope is a royal himself and the church doesn’t want change any more than the royals who keep the church flush with money.
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Emotion:  Insistent / Urgent

Who came up with this system anyway?!  Who says some people should 
have money and privileges and the rest of us should have nothing?  Those who have talent and ambition should get more than those who happened to be born into the right family.
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Emotion:  Insistent, then hesitant

Why can’t we be like America, were everyone is equal and no one is above the law?  Every person can make himself into whatever he wants.  It makes me so angry I could explode! 
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Emotion: Frustrated / Tense

Sometimes I think the French were right to cut off the heads of their king and queen.  So should it happen to all the royals! 
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Emotion:  Sad and Longing

But I am so sad, Elise.  We are caught in a system of injustice and there is no way for us to get out and live our lives together.
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Emotion: Hopeful

We will have to wait until we get to heaven.  In heaven we will be able to spend eternity together, my dear, dear Elise.
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Emotion:  Sad and Longing

But for now, I am so sad.  I must struggle through day after tormenting day to go on living the rest of my life alone, without you.
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